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this dignified. When ministers 
uiLsconduct themselves, the usual 
mode is to adraonisli, rebuke, &c. 
until they appear penitent, and re- 
solve to behave b«ti*T in future. 
But here the matter seems to stand 
thus. " it is true we have condemn- 
ed Dr. Dickson, but we have found 
him such a stiff, unyielding, trouble- 
some kind of man, that we will not 
have any thing farther to sav to 



him." If the conduct of the Synod 
of 1812 was rash and foolish, this 
deliberate folly is surely much more 
inexcusable. 

The public will now, I trust, be 
able to judge fairly of the whole pro- 
ceedings in this case. From a re- 
gard to your very valuable publica- 
tion, 1 send you these remarks, aiid 
am very truly yours, &c. 

An Obseuver. 
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To fh Frcfrhisri of the Silfast Magaziut. 
GENTLEMEN, 

ENCOL'itAGtD by your publish- 
ing sketches of the lives ot the 
late Dr. Black, and of David Man- 
son, I take the liberty of recom- 
men(h'ng to your consideration a 
sketch of the life of another of our 
countrymen, F. Hutcheson, L.L.D., 
eminent for learning and virtue. 
A history of his life has been publish- 
ed by Dr. Leechmau, fornjerly pro- 
fessor and principal of the Univer- 
sity of Glasgow ; but as it ha.s 
been compiled principally from me- 
mory, it seems in some parts dttici- 
ent in important traits, and in 
others too tedious for your publica- 
tion. 

I cannot presnroe in unnseasnred 
prose, to do justice to the character 
of so great a man as Dr. Hutcheson ; 
1 intend only by this attf lujjt, from 
anlhentic docinnents anil informa- 
tion, to relate such tacts, as n>ay be 
subjects for the pen of sooie of your 
torrespondents of grtat tainits, for 
ejfjjani corn posi lion and eulojjiiun. 
1 am, gentlemen, \ our constant read- 
er, and obedient humbie servant, 

M. 
Hdjast, UQth April, 1S13. 



•'pHE grandfather of this great 
■*• man, the Key, Ales, Hutcheson, 



was Prei.byterian minister of Saint- 
field, in the county of Down ; his 
residence was in Site townlaiid of 
Drumalig, which he purcliuseii, ami 
is stili enjoyed by liis lineal des- 
cendant. The place of his liativity 
is said to be Monk wood in Ayrshire, 
which his relatives in the female 
line still inhabit. Alexander's eld- 
est son, the Rev. John Hutcheson, 
was Presbyterian minister of Ar- 
magli, and lived in Ballyrea, near 
that city ; he married jiliss Trail, 
of the county of Down, by whom 
he had two sons, Hans and I"ranci.'!. 
Hans married Rachel Stevenson, of 
Killiieagh, and died without issue. 

The old iidiabitants of Druntalig 
ast-ert, that Francis was born in his 
grund father's house in that town- 
land, on the Sth of August, 169+, 

Hans ai;d Fiaf.cis lived ntostly 
with th(ir father in Bally ica, till tlii;! 
\e.ir 1702. when the}- were sent to 
their grandfather's at DrQiiiaiig, for 
the beiielit iif their eiiuoaiion. The 
best classical school was then kept 
by JNIr. Hamilton in thf old JMeetinsj- 
huuse ofSiiinlfield ; sited on H roi k 
in the west end of (he town, whtu'tj 
the cuvv-fair is now held. 

Even at this early period, a sin- 
gular warmth of allection and bene- 
volence appeared in i'ViuK'is, which 
gained him the love <if his i'eliuws, 
and the esteem of his iiiast&r ;Mid 
graudlaihtr, which dispositions eon- 
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tinued in fu" vigour during his 
wijole life. 

Bv hi:ii fjreat genius and ap|i!ica- 
tion he was in a short time qu.ilified 
for being sent to tiie IJev. James 
Macaipiii's academy in Klililenuh ; 
the character given of tiiis learned 
te.icner of philosophy, by writers of 
thoae days, declares his al)iiitis;s and 
his virtues. " He haib triveii sui.'h 
proof of his abihties, and fitness for 
such an employment, as gives <(ood 
grounds for believing, that he is able 
to stand the test of the most severe 
examination ; his intimate acquain- 
tances are satisfied, that the most 
g«»ere scrutiny into his character 
ami conduct would tend to his ad- 
vantage." 

Having been taught by Mr. Mac- 
alpine the ordinary course of scho- 
lastic philosophy, he removed from 
this academy in the year 1710 to 
the University of Glasgow, where 
be renewed with great ardour his 
study of the learned languages, and 
other parts of iiieralure. He enter- 
ed as a public student in the Natu- 
ral Philosophy class. Having finish- 
ed the usual course of philosophical 
studies, he turned his attention to 
divinity, which he intended should 
be the peculiar sindy and profession 
of his life. That he might be well 
qualified for such an arduous and 
pious course, he remained many 
years studying lheolo<>v under the 
Reverend and learned Professor John 
Simpson. 

His power of reasoning even at 
this early period of his life, was 
strong, and so accurate, that he 
clearly saw, that diOerent subjects 
admitted of different kinds of evi- 
dence ; some admit of historical evi- 
dence, some of demonstrative, and 
ctliers of probable, many are 
founded upon induction, wherefore 
lie disputed the propriety of Dr. 
Clark's attempt to demonstrate the 
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being and attributes of (iod, a pri- 
ori, and that the knowledge of these 
Was to be deduced, from our know- 
ledge of bis works. He was per- 
suaded that alteinjits at deiuonstra- 
tioi), on such subjects as are incapa- 
ble of it, ait of very (laii<.>t'rous con- 
sequence to the interests of truth ; 
liecause such attempts leave the 
mind in a >ta!o of doubt and uncer- 
tainly, ■\n<! lead to scoj'ticism. 

When he bud studied si\ years in 
the University of Glasgow, he re- 
turned to his own couiilr)', and 
passed trials for the ministry among 
tile Dissenters. He was just about; 
to be settled, ordained a minister, in 
a small Dissenting congretration in 
UlsttrT, when he received a warm 
invitation from some of ids acquain- 
tances, to become piiiicipal of an 
academy in Dublin. Friendly soli- 
citations from diOi'ient quarters ge- 
nerally produce considerable agita- 
tion of mind, especially when the 
choice appears to fix a man's situa- 
tion for life. The principle of bene- 
volence by which Mutcheson was 
always actuated, determined him to 
accept of the invitation from Dub- 
lin, fie supposed that sowing the 
seeds of knowledge and virtue in the 
minds of youth, from different conn- 
tries wotdd lie n;ore generally useful 
than his lectures could be in a small 
congregation in the north. Where- 
fore be chose Dublin, and taught 
the aciuletny in the building which 
yet rLUiaiiiii at the corner where 
Dominic-street enters the street 
thin called Drumcondra lane, in 
that station he acquitted himself with 
such di'iiiity and success as gave en- 
tire satisiaftion to all th ise who com- 
mitted the youth to bis care; and he 
soon atiracied the attention of the 
public. Men of all ranks who had 
any taste for literature or esteem for 
learned itirn, sought his acquaintance 
and frieralship. A stepof the great- 
test importance to domestic comfort 
f 
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and hiippiness was yet hetoie him ; 
this he took, and was not disappoint- 
ed ; he married Mary, daughter of 
Francis Wilson, Esq., a j;entleman 
of estate in the county of Longford, 
■who distinguished himself at the 
revolution in the service of AVilliam 
HI. The uniform happine.«s of 
their whole conjugal state, testified 
the wisdom of his choics.'. Their 
oniv issue was Francis Hutcheson, 
M.D. long an eminent physician in 
Dublin. 

His singular merit and accom- 
pliaiimenls introduced him to the 
acquaintance of many men of taste 
and learning, and particularly to 
Lord Viscount Moleswonh. The 
friendship of the Rev. Dr. Synge, 
then Bisiiop of Elphin, he aUvays 
regarded as one of the greatest ad- 
•vantages and comforts of his lile, 
as is expressed by his son in his 
dedication to him, prefixed to his 
father's system of Moral Philoso- 
phy. 

'I'he duties of his office were not 
sufficient epipioyraent for his exten- 
sive and active mind. Morals al- 
VI ays had the chief place in bis pur- 
suits, .and the public good filled up 
the measure of his vvishcs ; at this 
time he publishtd his ideas of beauty 
and virtue, to which his modesty 
prevented him from prefixing his 
name; but such was the refiulaiion 
of the work, and the admiration ot 
the author it excited, that Lord 
(irenville, then Lord Lieutenant, 
wishing to find the author ol this 
excellent new publication, sent his 
private secretary to the primer, to 
iitqiiire for the name and residence 
of the author of this extraordinary 
wcrk ; and when he failed in this 
lie sent a letter directed to him, 
wishing to be favoured with his uc- 
(joaimance. The consequence of 
«hich was, that iiis Excellency dur- 
itit; the whole time of his govern- 



ment treated Mr, Hutcheson with 
distinguished marks of I'a.niliarity, 
esteem and friendship, flis famili- 
arity with the Powers and Bishops 
who then were, excited an opinion, 
that he had offers of great d!jj;nilv 
and preferments in the ch irch ; iri 
consequence of those reports his 
father wrote to him from Armagh, 
inquiring into his intentions in those 
respects. His answer was, be bad 
not taken this subject into considera- 
tion, but if he did, he would be 
determined by the motive which 
had always actuated him, the good 
of mankind. The events show his 
real ^intention, although two se- 
veral attempts were made to pro. 
secute Mr. Hutcheson in the Bi- 
shop's court, for dariig to take up. 
on him the education of youth, he- 
fore he ' qualified himself by sub- 
scribing the ecclesiasiical canons, 
and obtained licence from the 
Bishop. Archbishop King, author 
of the Book de origine mali, being 
acquainted with his abilities and 
merits, protected him, and assured 
him, he needed be under no appre- 
hension of disturbance from that 
quarter, while he had power to 
prevent it. His contempt of those 
threats, and of the promises made 
to him, is a very satisfactorv an- 
swer to the questions contaiiied in 
his fai Iter's letter, respecting con- 
formity to the ecclesiastical canons. 
A few years after his Inquiry, 
his Treatise on the Passions was 
published, which addetl to his cha- 
racter as a man of erudition, inge- 
nuity and taste. It demonslraifS 
too, that his manner of reasoning 
ditfered from that commonly prac- 
tised by moralists ; Ids arguments 
were not founded on supposition, or 
conjecture. His principles were 
the known powers and feelingsorihe 
human mind, and his demonstratiunj 
conclusive. 
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AbJOt the y<Sar 1729. Mr. Ger- 
Sham Carmichael, the learned aiKl 
worthy Profesisor of Moral Philosd- 
phy in the University of Glasgow, 
tlied. Hutchfson's genius, applica- 
tion, and character for goodness, 
were not forgotten by the professors. 
His character for learning, and ex- 
cellent method of teaching, heirig 
iiovv established, he wa< unanimous- 
)v chosen as successor to Mr. Car 
tnichaei, in the cliair of the Ethic 

class- ^ , 

Scarcely any man but Mr. Hut- 
cheson, could have tiXcd a re.olulion 
bf leaving such a- nutntious and 
learned society as he had in Dublin, 
by whom he was esteemed and be- 
loved We have seen, thai even he 
tnet with opposition in his honest 
and irioitensive endeavours in the 
education of youth. 

He had good reasons fi>r refusing 
pt-omoliotJ, and discouraguig the 
tijost probable schemes proposed to 
him for obtaining it. Neither the 
ioce of riches, nor of the elegance 
and grandeur of human life, pre- 
vailed so far in his breasfj as to in- 
duce him to olier the kaat violence 
to bis inward swuiments. He chose 
a quiet and retired situation, uncon- 
fined by arbitrary and unreasonable 
t-bstrifctions, where his studies, learn- 
jngi and pfelect ions, would be more 
fexiensiviely useful, than they could 
bfe in his own country. The conse- 
quences proved the wisdom of the 
choice of the Regents of the Col- 
lege, and of hi.s own detcraiitialion. 
it appears, that Providence directed 
bim to the station m life far from the 
highest in external distinction, yet 
billable 16 his singular talents, and 
in which he had opportunities of 
being more eminently and exten- 
sively useful, than hfc could have 
Leen; in any other. 

He was so much esteemed and 
beloved by his students in his own 



country, that many accoinpanied 
hiin to Glasgo«% Such as v.\c late 
Sir John Blackwood, of Ballvleedy» 
in the County of Down, who re niain- 
ed with hiiH an inusate, till ho waa 
thought worthy of the degree of Mas- 
ter of Arts ; ou wliich occasion, Sir 
John publi.siied a Lnin thesis on civil 
govcroiilent, a Copy of wiiich still 
remains at BallyliJedy. It merits the 
attfution of ev ry IcgiaUu.or, and of 
every ram who wishes to know the 
principles of civil government. 

When our academies in Ulster 
were suspended, a longer alieudance 
at some foreign college, as a pre- 
paration for a learned profession, 
was more necessary than formerly. 
Dr. HutcheSon deemed the length of 
his own attendance, tj years, suffi- 
cient. By his intimacy, friendship, 
and influence with Primate Boulter, 
he prevailed on him to make a do- 
iialibn to the University of Glas- 
gow, of an annual fund, for any 
young man who had studied there 
tiiree years, and taken Master's de- 
grees in Glasgow College, and wlio 
intended to be qualified for any of 
the learned professions. 

Although Dr. Hutcheson was not 
obliged, as ni Dublin, to teach the 
Languages, but was confuted, prin- 
cipally, to Natural Theology. Ethics 
properly so called, and Jurispru- 
dence, yet he lectured and examined 
his pupils two days in the week upon 
a certain portion of Cicero's works, 
as his treatises de oiiiciis aiid de 
tinibus. He lectured every sabbath 
evening upon the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion. He composed too, 
for the benefit of liis pupils, a com- 
pend of his Icctuits, in such elegant 
Latin, as is inferiot to none of th.; 
modern coiuposititns, in that laa- 
guage. He publi:hed, in the samj 
language, a cump; nd of Metaphy« 
sics, comprehendii g Natural The- 
ology, and a con peiid of Logi*, 
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which afford convincing proofs of 
his accurute knowledge of the hu- 
man luiiid, nnd likewise of his know- 
ledge of the. atitieat nioialisls and 
metaphysicians. 

His dcjciriues are founded neither 
iipoii conjecture nor upon occuil cjua- 
lilies, riMi upon tlie filnoxs nor rea- 
son of tkitigis, bo! upon the known 
.seutiments, liflVcnons, and passions 
uf the liuiiian mind. Tlie princi- 
|i!e of iipprobaiion he conceived, 
was a distinct feeling from reason, 
which he denominated the moral 
sense, wiiicli was aJlervvaids called 
sentinient by I'r. Smith, in his 
'rhc;ny of Moral Senthuents, and 
moral faculty, by Keid, in his Trea- 
tise upon llie Mind. 

lie has placed supreme virtue, 
and excellence of a human charac- 
ter, in such exercis-e of all the good 
ailectious to Oou and man, as will 
restrain all our appetites and pas- 
sions within proper bounds, and di- 
rect us m the course of action which 
will promote tlie happiness of man- 
kind in the niMt t xtensive manner. 
Tliis schema' pre-pupposes, that we 
aie by ou; moral faculties under real 
and intent d obligations of promot- 



ing the good of mankind, even at 
the expense of life itself and all its 
enjoyments; or, in a word, we are 
enjoined to lay down our lives for the 
brethren : that the moral sense never 
fails to give the warmest and highest 
degree of approbation to every in- 
stance of truly disinterested virtue, 
an<l that the degree of moral seiiti- 
ment is in proportion to the degree 
of disinterestedness of an action. 
According to this representation, 
the soul of man resembles the divine 
intelligence in bis rational faculties, 
and the divine benignity in his so- 
cial and public affections. His doc- 
trines were not the offspring of the 
imagination, they proceeded from 
feeling and conviction. They were 
verified in his own conduct, which 
consisted in a series of actions, found- 
ed upon the most pure aftections, 
and disinterested benevolence. 

He thus spent a benevolent and 
pious life about 16 years in the Uni- 
versity. 

In 1745, in the fifty-first year of 
his age, after a few days of fever, 
it pleased All Wise Providence to 
cut him off, to the regret of the 
lovers of learning and of virtue. 
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MinlVE FOB LEARNING THE CATE- 
CHISM. 

"iy,TR. .JOHN HALES relates the 
i\i t'l.ljowing aiuecdote in oiie of 
his letters 'o Sir Dudley Culetoii, 
iVom the Synod of Dort. 1 he ques- 
tion of cat! chi.sing was tiien in agi- 
tation. « Donbiless," says he, m 
the letter of iS— 23 IXovember, 
1518, "the nxis! tiii;'Ctuai way of 
all the rest to bring young persons 
to learn their catechism, was that 
which was related by one of the 



Helvetian deputies. For he told xia 
that in his country the manner was, 
that all young persons that meant 
to marry, v\'ere to repair, bolli he and 
she, unto their minister, a liitje be- 
fore they meant to marry, and by 
him to be examined how well they 
had conned the catechism : if they 
had iiot done it perfectly to his 
mind, he had power to defer their 
marriage until they had better learn- 
ed their lessons. 
" 1 was much affected," he add?. 



